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Excerpts relevant to human experience with refined coal tar-based sealants
B. Epidemiology

In 1982 an expert panel reviewed coal tar as a treatment for seborrheic dermatitis, psoriasis and
atopy (eczema) for the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. The Advanced Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (ANPR) included a review of the then available epidemiological data (2-4). Only
one of these references, reference 3, was peer reviewed, the others being information garnered
from a symposium (2) and a bulletin (4).

Since the publication of the 1982 ANPR, five additional peer reviewed epidemiology studies
have been reported in the medical literature (5-9). These have been reviewed and summarized

(10).

Taken as a group of six epidemiological studies, 1,924 patients treated with 100% crude coal tar
for psoriasis or atopy applied to large areas of their bodies and left on for periods up to 24 hours
were evaluated against non-treated controls.

These studies (2 from Denmark, 2 from the United States, 1 from Sweden and 1 from the United
Kingdom) included follow up periods on the 1,924 patients from between 25 and 60 years post
treatment.

In addition, over 15,000 psoriasis patients’ medical histories were examined for any increased
incidence of cancer (6). These medical histories showed no increased risk of skin cancer due to
the use of coal tar.

The weight of epidemiological evidence clearly demonstrates that there is no increased
risk from cancer when crude coal tar is applied to patients suffering from the pathological
skin conditions of psoriasis or atopy.
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